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Application/Control Number: 10/780,959 
Art Unit: 2683 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-4,7-14,16,18 and 19 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Merwin et al. (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0001369) in view of Wertsberger (U.S. 
Patent Publication No. 2004/0066924). 

Referring to claim 1, Merwin et al teaches a method of providing an alarm service over a 
phone network (0009) comprising: receiving a request at a network service center to schedule an 
alarm call to be delivered to a phone (0026 to 0030); establishing alarm call parameters based on 
information received from at least one of the phone and a phone user (0032-0033); saving the 
alarm call parameters on a database at the network service center (Figure 1,21 and 0070); and 
initiating the alarm call to the phone at a time and date corresponding to the alarm call 
parameters (0069). Although Merwin et al teaches in 0021 the problems with wireless telephone 
calendars and solving the problems 0023, he does not specifically teach requesting and receiving 
alarm information via a wireless phone through a wireless network. Wertsberger teaches 
requesting and receiving alarm information (0027 and 0033) via a wireless phone using a 
wireless network (0014). Therefore at the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teaching of Wertsberger teaches 
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requesting and receiving alarm information via a wireless phone using a wireless network to 
provide a reminder to a subscriber in a flexible fashion (0007). 

Referring to claim 2, Merwin et al further teaches wherein the request to schedule the 
alarm call is received from the wireless phone user via an incoming telephone call from the 
wireless phone to which the alarm call is to be delivered (0027). Wertsberger teaches using a 
wireless phone (Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 3, Merwin et al further teaches wherein the request to schedule the 
alarm call is a verbal request received from the phone user and the method further comprises 
translating the verbal request into data by a voice recognition system at the network service 
center (Figure 1, 13). Wertsberger teaches using a wireless phone (Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 4, Merwin et al further teaches transmitting an audible prompt to the 
phone user prior to receiving the verbal request from the wireless phone user to schedule the 
alarm call (0032). Wertsberger teaches using a wireless phone (Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 7, Merwin et al further teaches determining the telephone number of 
the phone from which the request is received (0029). Wertsberger teaches using a wireless 
phone (Figure 1). 
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Referring to claim 8, Merwin et al further teaches playing a recording when a phone user 
answers the alarm call, wherein the recording identifies the alarm call to the wireless phone user 
(0034 and 0040). Wertsberger teaches using a wireless phone (Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 9, Merwin et al further teaches receiving a request from the phone user 
to schedule an alarm call to be delivered to a telephone in addition to the wireless phone from 
which the alarm call request was placed (0010). Wertsberger teaches using a wireless phone 
(Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 10, Merwin et al further teaches wherein the telephone number of the 
telephone in addition to the phone from which the alarm call request was placed is obtained from 
a pre-established directory associated with the phone user (0071). Wertsberger teaches using a 
wireless phone (Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 11, Wertsberger further teaches simultaneously initiating at least one 
additional alarm call to a different phone, wherein the at least one additional alarm call was 
independently scheduled to be delivered at the same time and date (0039 and 0040). With a 
plurality of subscribers connected to the server, alerts can occur for the same time and date. 

Referring to claim 12, Merwin et al further teaches wherein the request to schedule an 
alarm call is for an alarm call to be delivered at a specific time on a specific date (0032). 
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Referring to claim 13, Wertsberger further teaches wherein the request to schedule an 
alarm call is for an alarm call to be delivered at a specific time on multiple dates (001 1). 

Referring to claim 14, Merwin et al further teaches providing the wireless phone user an 
audible confirmation of the scheduled alarm call (0032). 

Referring to claim 16, Merwin et al further teaches wherein the request to schedule the 
alarm call is received from the wireless user via a network of interconnected computers (0009). 
Telephone networks consist of interconnected switches, which are also computers. 

Referring to claim 18, Merwin et al teaches a system for providing a wireless network 
alarm service (0009) comprising: a network service center in communication with a plurality of 
phones to deliver a plurality of alarm calls to the wireless phones at a scheduled date and time 
(Figure 1,21 and 0032 to 0033), wherein the network service center comprises a user interface 
having a voice recognition system capable of translating verbal communication into data 
readable by a computer to establish alarm call parameters (Figure 1, 13), at least one database 
containing stored alarm call parameters (Figure 1, 21), wherein the alarm call parameters include 
at least a date parameter (Figure 1, 17), a time parameter (Figure 1, 17), and a destination 
parameter (Figure 1, 17), and a processor to execute and manage interactions between the user 
interface, at least one database, and call generator (0085). Although Merwin et al teaches in 
0021 the problems with wireless telephone calendars and solving the problems 0023 and also 
that the design of the system is intended for a plurality of subscribers (0019), he does not 
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specifically teach requesting and receiving alarm information via a wireless phone through a 
wireless network and a call generator for placing a plurality of alarm calls simultaneously to a 
plurality of different wireless phones when a clock associated with the network service center 
matches the alarm call parameters stored within the database. Wertsberger teaches requesting 
and receiving alarm information (0027 and 0033) via a wireless phone using a wireless network 
(0014) and a call generator for placing a plurality of alarm calls simultaneously to a plurality of 
different wireless phones when a clock associated with the network service center matches the 
alarm call parameters stored within the database (0039 and 0040). Therefore at the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teaching of Wertsberger teaches requesting and receiving alarm information via a 
wireless phone using a wireless network and a call generator for placing a plurality of alarm calls 
simultaneously to a plurality of different wireless phones when a clock associated with the 
network service center matches the alarm call parameters stored within the database to provide a 
reminder to a subscriber in a flexible fashion (0007). With a plurality of subscribers connected 
to the server, alerts can occur for the same time and date. 

Referring to claim 19, Merwin et al further teaches wherein the at least one database 
comprises a user database (0029) and an alarm database (Figure 1,21). 

2. Claims 5, 6, 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Merwin et al. in view of Wertsberger and further in view of Elsey et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
2003/0088427) 
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Referring to claim 5, Merwin et al. and Wertsberger teach the limitations of claim 5, but 
do not teach determining a geographical location of the wireless phone when the alarm call is 
scheduled to establish a default time zone for the alarm call to be initiated. Elsey et al teaches 
determining a geographical location of the wireless phone when the alarm call is scheduled to 
establish a default time zone for the alarm call to be initiated (Figure 1, 0005 and 0038). 
Therefore at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teaching of Merwin et al. and Wertsberger with the teaching of 
Elsey et al of determining a geographical location of the wireless phone when the alarm call is 
scheduled to establish a default time zone for the alarm call to be initiated to schedule reminders 
that take into account different time zones when traveling outside of a default time zone (0003). 

Referring to claim 6, Elsey et al further teaches changing the default time zone (0038 and 

0039). 

Referring to claim 15, Merwin et al. and Wertsberger teach the limitations of claim 15, 
including wherein the alarm call parameters comprise a time parameter, a date parameter, a 
destination parameter (Merwin et al, Figure 1,17), but they do not teach using a time zone 
parameter. Elsey et al teaches using a time zone parameter (Figure 1, 0005 and 0038). 
Therefore at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teaching of Merwin et al. and Wertsberger with the teaching of 
Elsey et al of using a time zone parameter to schedule reminders that take into account different 
time zones when traveling outside of a default time zone (0003). 
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Referring to claim 17, Merwin et al teaches a method for providing a phone network 
alarm service (0009) comprising: receiving an incoming call from a phone at a network service 
center (0027); providing an audible prompt to a phone user to provide input to schedule an 
alarm call (0032), receiving a voice request from the phone user to schedule an alarm call to the 
phone (0032-0033); determining the telephone number of the phone (0029); establishing alarm 
call parameters based on information received from at least one of the phone user and the phone 
(0032 to 0033); saving the alarm call on a database at the network service center (Figure 1, 21 & 
0070); providing the user an audible confirmation of the scheduled alarm call (0032); and 
initiating the alarm call to the phone at a date and time corresponding to the alarm call 
parameters (0069). Although Merwin et al teaches in 0021 the problems with wireless telephone 
calendars and solving the problems 0023 and also that the design of the system is intended for a 
plurality of subscribers (0019), he does not specifically teach requesting and receiving alarm 
information via a wireless phone through a wireless network and simultaneously initiating 
additional alarm calls to other wireless phones wherein the additional alarm calls were 
independently requested for the same date and time by other wireless phone users. Wertsberger 
teaches requesting and receiving alarm information (0027 and 0033) via a wireless phone using a 
wireless network (0014) and simultaneously initiating additional alarm calls to other wireless 
phones wherein the additional alarm calls were independently requested for the same date and 
time by other wireless phone users (0039 and 0040). Therefore at the time the invention was 
made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teaching 
of Wertsberger teaches requesting and receiving alarm information via a wireless phone using a 
wireless network and simultaneously initiating additional alarm calls to other wireless phones 
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wherein the additional alarm calls were independently requested for the same date and time by 
other wireless phone users to provide a reminder to a subscriber in a flexible fashion (0007). 
Merwin et al. and Wertsberger teach the limitations of claim 17, but do not teach 
determining a time zone where the wireless phone is located for the purpose of scheduling the 
appointment. Elsey et al teaches determining a time zone where the wireless phone is located 
for the purpose of scheduling the appointment (Figure 1 , 0005 and 0038). Therefore at the time 
the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teaching of Merwin et al. and Wertsberger with the teaching of Elsey et al of 
determining a time zone where the wireless phone is located for the purpose of scheduling the 
appointment to schedule reminders that take into account different time zones when traveling 
outside of a default time zone (0003). The use of more than one call processing boards indicates 
simultaneous calls. With a plurality of subscribers connected to the SRS, alerts can occur for the 
same time and date. In addition, checking for calls to be processed indicates that a plurality of 
alert calls being initiated simultaneously. 



Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Buhrmann et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,933,778 discloses method and apparatus for providing 
telecommunication services based on a subscriber profile updated by a personal information 
manager. 
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Elsey et al. U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0136367 discloses technique for facilitating 
communications with a party after initial unsuccessful communications therewith. 

Kung et al U.S. Patent No. 6,373,817 discloses chase me system. 

Lawson et al. U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0114733 discloses flexible alert calling. 

Loucks U.S. Patent No. 6,760,412 discloses remote reminder of scheduled events. 

McMahon U.S. Patent Publication No. 2001/0019603 discloses timed schedule reminder 
via telephone. 

Merwin et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,731,725 discloses computerized system for the receipt 
recordation, scheduling and redelivery of telephone messages. 

Morley et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,848, 132 discloses telecommunications network having 
resident ability to pre-book scheduled call back services. 

Pinsky et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,920,337 discloses apparatus, system and method for 
wireless notification. 

Silver et al. U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0131162 discloses systems and methods for 
information provision. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James D. Ewart whose telephone number is (571) 272-7864. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7am - 4pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, William Trost can be reached on 
(571)272-7872. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned are (571) 272-8300 for regular communications and (571) 272-8300 for 
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After Final communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 




WILLIAM TROST 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



0092 aiLN33sA0010NH; 

~ ^ siAuaans 
isoui wvrT 



n 



